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Barrier-free Information – Easy Language 

• For 10%  of the Population it is indispensable 

• For 40%  of the Population it is necessary

• For 100% of the Population it is comfortable and a quality feature

Access for all!

(Neumann P.: Action Concept of the Cologne Disability Policy, Chairman of the European Institute Design for All in Germany e.V.)



Why do you need to access information?

▪Tomake (good) decisions

▪To exercise your rights

▪To know your duties

▪To get orientation

Autonomous life vs. depending on others

capito KHT www.capito.eucapito – Special Olympics www.capito.eu

http://www.capito.eu/
http://www.capito.eu/


Easy Language and Core values of Special Olympics 

Easy Language helps people/athletes to: 

• learn new things, understand the rules of competition and self 

management of personal fitness and health

• know the rights and stand up for them

• make their own decisions

• take part in sports and everyday life opportunities

• Greater independence from others

Inclusion starts with Easy Language!



Special Olympics International 



Global SOI strategy in Easy Language



Special Olympics Israel 

“We believe that people with ID should

have the same rights and choices as

everyone else in society.”





Special Olympics Germany 
Barrier free Health Information



Online platform: „Understanding Health Easily“



Special Olympics World Games 
Berlin 2023



The 5 pillars of Easy Language at the 

organizational level of the World Games

• Accessibility

➢ translate different types of documents into Easy German and Easy English.

➢ develop tools (e. g. glossaries) to enable everybody to use Easy Language

• Involvement

➢ involve athletes in different kinds of projects, e. g. in our review groups

• Raise awareness

➢ offer trainings and workshops on Easy German and Easy English, take part in 
special actions, like the National Reading (Aloud) Day (today ☺)



• Network

➢ aim to create a network with other SO programs and, in a more general 

way, with different organizations that use Easy German / Easy English, 

in order to exchange information and / or documents and to create a 

broader network.

• Science

➢ We take part / conduct scientific studies on Easy German / Easy English 

(Easy Italian “linguaggio facile” is also possible)

The 5 pillars of Easy Language at the organizational 

level of the World Games



Thank you


