Questionnaire to UN system

Questionnaire to the UN system agencies, funds and programmes

The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (PFII) was established by the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution 2000/22. The Permanent Forum is
mandated to provide expert advice and recommendations on Indigenous issues to the ECOSOC
and through the Council to United Nations agencies, funds and programmes; to raise awareness
and promote the integration and coordination of activities related to Indigenous issues within
the UN system; prepare and disseminate information on Indigenous issues; and promote respect
for and full application of the provisions of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples and follow up the effectiveness of the Declaration.

The Indigenous Peoples Development Branch/Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues invites UN system agencies, funds and programmes to complete the attached
questionnaire on any action taken or planned in response to the Permanent Forum’s
recommendations, the system-wide action plan on the rights of Indigenous Peoples (SWAP),
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and beyond and the Pact for the Future.

The responses will be compiled into a report for the 2026 session of the Permanent Forum. In
your responses, please, include information on progress and challenges related to Indigenous
women, Indigenous persons with disabilities, Indigenous older persons, and Indigenous
children and youth.!

All responses will be placed on the DESA/DISD website on Indigenous Peoples at:
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/

If you have any objections to your response being made available on our website, please inform
our office accordingly.

Please submit your completed questionnaire by 15 November 2025 to:

Indigenous Peoples and Development Branch

Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Division for Inclusive Social Development

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Headquarters

New York. USA 10017

Email: requesens@un.org cc. indigenous un@un.org

Subject: Response to SWAP questionnaire

! Indigenous should be capitalized when referring to cultures, communities, lands, languages, etc., of Indigenous
Peoples, e.g.: Indigenous culture in Ecuador, Indigenous languages are dying out. If referring to flora or fauna, lower
case should be used. See UN Editorial Manual for further guidance:
https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/editorial-manual/updates
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Questionnaire

Please also include an executive summary of your inputs to the 3 main questions below

(strict 500-word limit) which will be used for our compilation report submitted to the
2026 session of the PFII.

Please provide information on the following:

A. Recommendations of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and input to the
2026 session

1. Please provide information on measures taken since your last update to the Forum on
the implementation or planned implementation of the recommendations of the PFII.

ii. The theme of the 2026 PFII session is "Ensuring Indigenous Peoples’ health, including
in the context of conflict”. Please include information on any publications, projects, reports, or
activities relevant to this theme.

B. System-Wide Action Plan to achieve the ends of the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples

Background

As per the Outcome Document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (A/RES/69/2),
a system-wide action plan to ensure a coherent approach to achieving the ends of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted in November 2015 and launched
by the Secretary-General at the UN Permanent Forum in May 2016.

In August 2020, the United Nations Executive Committee agreed on the need for accelerated
and collective action to strengthen the implementation of the SWAP on Indigenous Peoples.
In November 2020, the United Nations Chief Executives Board for Coordination issued a Call
to Action: Building an Inclusive, Sustainable and Resilient Future with Indigenous Peoples.
Its goal is to ensure collaborative and coherent UN system action to support the rights and
well-being of Indigenous Peoples with a focus on furthering the implementation of the
SWAP2.

1. The Permanent Forum will follow up on progress made on the SWAP implementation as
part of its discussion on the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
during its 2026 session. Please provide an analysis of actions taken by your agency, fund
and/or programme on the six key elements of the SWAP, since your last update to the
Forum?®.

2 Reporting on the activities to implement the CEB Call to Action is through task groups and should not be
included in the responses to this questionnaire.

3 The six key elements of the SWAP are: 1) Raise awareness of the UNDRIP; 2) Support the implementation of
the UNDRIP, particularly at the country level; 3) Support the realization of indigenous peoples’ rights in the
implementation and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; 4) Map existing standards and
guidelines, capacity, training materials and resources within the UN system, international financial institutions


https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/C.19/2016/5
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/C.19/2016/5
https://unsceb.org/building-inclusive-sustainable-and-resilient-future-indigenous-peoples-call-action
https://unsceb.org/building-inclusive-sustainable-and-resilient-future-indigenous-peoples-call-action
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C. 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

i. Please describe any activities your entity has organized since the last reporting period
to accelerate progress across a range of SDGs, demonstrating the interlinkages across
goals and targets and if applicable, providing examples of translating global goals into
local actions. In your response, please consider referring to SDGs relevant to the theme
of the 2026 session of the Forum, including SDGs 2 (zero hunger) 3 (good health and
well-being), 5 (gender equality), 10 (reduced inequalities), 11 (sustainable cities and
communities), 15 (life on land) and 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions).

ii.  Please describe any activities your entity organized in support of the 2025 UN High-
Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development and/or reports and activities that
supported SDG reporting and monitoring or a VNR process at the national, regional, or
global level.

ANNEX 1
Agenda of the twenty-fifth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

The Twentieth-fifth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is scheduled to take
place from 20 April — 1 May 2026.

Provisional Agenda

1. Election of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

3. Discussion on the theme “Ensuring Indigenous Peoples’ health, including in the context of
conflict”.

4. Discussion on the six mandated areas of the Permanent Forum (economic and social
development, culture, environment, education, health and human rights), with reference to the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

5. Dialogues:
(a) Dialogue with Indigenous Peoples;
(b) Dialogue with Member States;

(c) Dialogue with the United Nations agencies, funds and programmes;

and the members of the IASG for the effective implementation of the UNDRIP; 5) Develop the capacity of
States, indigenous peoples, civil society and UN personnel; and 6) Advance the participation of indigenous
peoples in UN processes.
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(d) Human rights dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples
and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; annual review of progress
on the implementation of general recommendation No. 39 (2022);

(e) Interregional, intergenerational and global dialogue;
() Dialogue on Indigenous platforms established within United Nations entities;

(g) Thematic dialogue on the financing of Indigenous Peoples’ work and participation
across the multilateral and regional system.

6. Future work of the Permanent Forum, including issues considered by the Economic and
Social Council, the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and
emerging issues.

7. Provisional agenda of the twenty-sixth session of the Permanent Forum.

8. Adoption of the report of the Permanent Forum on its twenty-fourth session.



