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“a statutory duty for adult children to financially support their parents who are unable to provide for themselves.” 

…. assign filial responsibilities and establish the extent to which adult children must provide for their ageing parents. The laws are 
predicated on two conditions. 

First, governments must have a systematic mechanism for determining need. Many filial-support laws stem from social-welfare 
laws and identify a person in need as an individual who is “so poor that they must be supported at public expense.”

Second, the statutes themselves must assign responsibilities based on the traditional concepts of intergenerational fairness and
reciprocity. (Pearson 2005) 

For example, the common belief that, in adulthood, children should compensate their parents for the sacrifices that their parents 
made in supporting them to adulthood. Adult children could be relieved of their filial responsibilities if their parents were known to 
have abandoned their parental obligations at some point during their children’s upbringing. In such cases, family courts or special 
tribunals can act as adjudicators and or arbitrators. (Serrano 2017) 



Serrano 2017



• Korea:  to preserve traditional filial practice, not to obligate directly but to emphasize the 
importance of family and an aging population, no penal sanctions but indirectly enforce the 
law by implementing policies and programs to help encourage (Walker 2019)

• Singapore:  residents aged 60 and above who are unable to provided for themselves to claim 
maintenance from their adult children who have the capacity to support in the form of 
monthly allowances. This is determined by the Commission of the Maintenance of Parents 
which resolve maintenance disputes and ensuring conciliation is prioritized over court 
processes. (Singapore Ministry of Social Welfare and Development)



• "there is no legislation to protect the 
older persons right to filial support . . . As 
a result, elder parents in Malaysia may 
have difficulty obtaining judicial 
assistance to safeguard their rights and 
to uphold the right of poor older parents 
to be supported by their adult offspring 
through substantive and enforcement 
legislation.” (Masoc Care 2023) 



• Constitution provides that “it is the 
duty of the family to take care of its 
elderly members while the State may 
design programs of social security for 
them.” 

• A recent legislative proposal:  
Criminalizing Deprivation of Support to 
Elderly and Indigent Parents Act, seeks 
to mandate “children to support their 
elderly parents or risk going to prison” 



• Forcing filiality in law can be problematic

• expression of intergenerational solidarity at the smallest unit of 

society

• filial piety laws that penalize not only by a fine but also 

imprisonment may not have a positive impact on the objective of 

intergenerational solidarity. 

• Filial piety laws have been used to collect debts by “elder care 

facilities” or other third parties and have been reduced to financial 

transactions, altering or damaging relations within the family.
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• Anchored on Human Rights

• Convention on the Rights of OP is best anchor to guide States on minimum standards of respect, 
promotion, protection, and fulfillment of human rights 

• Addresses the most disadvantaged, marginalized, and vulnerable,  provides a protection regime at all 
levels, Access to public services (as a right, not a privilege)

• Ascertains the role and relationship between Duty-Bearers and Rights-holders 

• Primary Duty Bearer is the State:  regulator, mediator, promoter, protector, provider

• Akin to other human rights principles

• Is IGS similar to BIC, AA, RA?  With human rights of older persons in a binding instrument, could this 
be one of the key principles? 



• Filial Responsibility as a norm, case for balance:  Respecting, Enabling Autonomy and 
independence of OP

• Lowest/Smallest form of IGS — expressed in the smallest unit of society?

• Some rough equivalents in existing treaty mechanisms

• How we communicate Filial Piety, Responsibility, Support matters.  Social behavior 
Change Communication — FPRS may be a better way than the negative approach of 
“Elder Abuse”. — a euphemism? But is this a denial of the phenomenon?
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