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l. BACKGROUND

Six years into the implementation of the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty, the world is struggling to reduce global poverty levels. The COVID-19 pandemic
increased extreme poverty for the first time in decades, and as a result, the proportion of the
population that lived in extreme poverty rose from 8.9 percent in 2019 to 9.7 percent in 2020.1
The wars in Ukraine and Gaza have exacerbated the situation. Although the global extreme
poverty estimate had fallen to 8.6 per cent, or 691 million people, in 2023, that level was still
almost the same as in 2019. Furthermore, nearly half of the world’s population is considered to
live in poverty according to the $6.85 a day international poverty line, the measure used for
upper-middle-income countries. Projections also indicate that by 2030, nearly 600 million people
are expected to still be living in extreme poverty.?

Extreme poverty is concentrated in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia, where more than half
of the extreme poor live, in lower-income countries, in conflict-affected areas, and in remote,
rural areas.

Ongoing multiple crises have also heightened hunger, malnutrition and famines in the world.
Women and girls are of particular risk of being left behind as a result of gender inequality. At the
current rate of progress, it may take close to 300 years to achieve full gender equality.®

1 https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/march-2024-global-poverty-update-from-the-world-bank--first-esti.

2 https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2023/10/16/end-poverty-and-ensure-dignity-for-all.

3 https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/Progress-on-the-sustainable-development-goals-the-gender-
snapshot-2022-en_0.pdf.
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Poverty is also closely linked to the threats of climate change as millions of people living in
poverty reside in areas that are highly exposed to extreme weather events.*

Therefore, ending poverty is a challenge that requires a multifaceted approach and innovative
policies.

1. OBJECTIVES

The Division for Inclusive Social Development of the United Nations Department of Economic
and Social Affairs is organizing a virtual expert group meeting on “Implementation of the Third
United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027)”, to be held virtually on
Wednesday, 15 May 2024, as part of the preparations for the seventy-ninth session of the United
Nations General Assembly. The purpose of the meeting is to bring together four to six experts to
discuss key areas for eradicating poverty, with a focus on:

) Innovative policies for eradicating poverty (e.g., economic growth, structural
transformation, reduced inequality and social protection)
if) Key challenges for people to escape poverty (e.g., lack of access to quality education,

health care, water and sanitation, infrastructure and decent work)

i) Feminization of poverty and how this has been exacerbated by the recent crises

iv) How to increase financing and domestic resource mobilization for ending poverty in
selected low- and middle-income countries

V) The debt crisis, ODA, IFFs in poor countries and regions

I11. EXPECTED OUTCOMES

The meeting is expected to provide substantive input for the preparation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the “Implementation of the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication
of Poverty (2018-2027)” by:

I. Identifying concrete policy recommendations
ii. Identifying best practices for eradicating poverty

IV.  ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

Participating experts are kindly requested to prepare and share Powerpoint presentations to the
United Nations Secretariat by Monday, 13 May 2024 for distribution to other participants and to
be uploaded on the United Nations website of the expert group meeting. All presentations should
be sent to Ms. Hantamalala Rafalimanana (rafalimanana@un.org) and Ms. Meron Sherif
(sherif4@un.org), with a copy to Ms. Claudia Beatriz Altavas (claudia.arcenasaltavas@un.org).

4 https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/putting-poverty-back-map-introducing-world-banks-new-geospatial-
poverty-portal.
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The working language of the meeting will be English. Documentation for the meeting will also
be provided in English.



