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Multidimensional Poverty



Poverty as a Multidimensional Phenomenon

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted in the United Nations’ 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and explicitly identify poverty as a multidimensional 
phenomenon:

“We recognise that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including 
extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for 
sustainable development” (Preamble to 2030 Agenda)

Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Target 1.2: By 2030, reduce at least by half  the proportion of  men, women and children 
of  all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions



Poverty as a Multidimensional Phenomenon

Third United Nations Decade on for the Eradication of  Poverty reaffirmed 
commitment to SDG 1 and the 2030 Agenda preamble.

It also “Remains deeply concerned that, while the prevalence of  extreme poverty continues its 
decades-long descent, progress has been uneven, 1.6 billion people still live in 
multidimensional poverty, the total number of  persons living in extreme poverty 
remains unacceptably high and the non-income dimensions of  poverty and 
deprivation, such as access to quality education or basic health services, and 
relative poverty remain major concerns”



Global Multidimensional Poverty Index



What is the Global MPI?

The global MPI is an internationally comparable measure of  acute 
multidimensional poverty.

• Same dimensions, indicators, weights, deprivations and poverty cut-off  for all countries
• Covering over 100 countries 
• Launched in 2010 by OPHI & UNDP (revised in 2018)
• Updated once a year to include newly released datasets
• Uses mostly DHS and MICS datasets
• All result tables, country briefings, reports, methodological notes, Stata dofiles, 

interactive databank, etc. are freely available on OPHI website



How is the Global MPI Computed?

A woman's deprivation profile or deprivation score is  
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How is the Global MPI Computed?



Global MPI 2022 Results



Global MPI 2022 Results



Trends in Global MPI



Global MPI 2022 Trends Results
• Nearly every country saw a decrease in MPI between 2000-2021 (with the datasets 

available)
• Greatest annualized absolute reduction was Sierra Leone (2013-2017)
• 28 countries saw statistically significant improvements in the percentage of  people 

poor and deprived in every indicator in at least one time period
• Greatest annualized relative reduction was Kyrgyzstan (2014-2018)
• Togo (2013/14-2017) had largest annualized reduction in intensity of  poverty
• India had more than 415 million people leave poverty (275 million from 2005/06-

2015/16 and 140 million from 2015/16-2019/21). Its poverty reduction was pro-poor
• Rural areas are nearly always poorer, but rural-urban gaps were generally decreasing
• Tambacounda region in Senegal (2017-2019) had the largest annualized absolute 

reduction of  any subnational region, going from 80% poor to 60% poor in just 2 years



Global MPI 2022 Trends Results
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Sierra Leone (2013-2017)
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India 2005/06 - 2019/21

In the 15 years 2005/06 to 2019/21…
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India 2015/16 - 2019/21



Thank you!

www.ophi.org.uk

www.mppn.org

@ophi_oxford

http://www.ophi.org.uk/
http://www.mppn.org/
https://twitter.com/ophi_oxford
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