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Health indicators are getting better – but some very slowly

• Africa off-track for SDG3; all 54 
countries tracked are facing 
significant or major challenges

• For example, in 2007, maternal 
mortality ratio was 542 per 100,000 
live births – almost three times global 
average and significantly higher than 
SDG 3.1 of reducing maternal 
mortality in all countries to below 140 
per 100,000 live births by 2030

• In the same year, under-5 mortality 
was 2.8 million, a near-30-percent 
drop from 1990 but still approx. 52 
percent of global total



Challenge #1: Low levels of health system inputs

Source: Reproduced from WHO Global Health Observatory
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Challenge #2: Dependence on imported medicines and equipment
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Source: Calculation based on CEPII-BACI Source: Calculation based on CEPII-BACI
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Today, 94% of Africa’s Pharmaceuticals are imported….

Top 10 African importers of medicinal 
and pharma products (US$ mn, 2016-18) 

• All African countries are net importers of medicinal and pharmaceutical products
• 94% of Africa’s pharmaceuticals are imported

Source: ECA based on UNCTAD Stat Source: ECA based on UNCTAD Stat
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Top 10 African exporters of medicinal 
and pharma products (US$ mn, 2016-18) 



Challenge #3: Even when available, medicine affordability an issue



But need to augment technical and 
managerial capacity & stronger 

coordination across agencies towards a 
common goal

Opportunity #1: A common market for health products to unlock 
larger investments in the health supply chains



Opportunity #2: A role for the private sector
• Most medicines consumed in Africa are produced elsewhere: Imports of 

medicines and medical equipment rose from $4.2 billion in 1998 to $20 
billion in 2018 (CAGR 18.8 percent)

• This presents a huge business opportunity for Africa-based manufacturers 

• Trying to estimate the sizes of the MNCH and hypertension markets in 
Africa, our analysis found that:

1. Market size of oxytocin: 

 Base case: $6.2m in 2020, rising to $29.1m in 2050

 Ideal scenario: $11.7m in 2020, rising to $41.3m in 2050

2. Spending on antihypertensive medicines: 

 Base case: $5.3b in 2020, rising to $8.8b in 2030

 Ideal scenario: $31.4b in 2020, rising to $52.3b in 2030



AfCFTA-anchored Pharmaceutical Initiative

Pooled Procurement

Local manufacturing

Harmonized Regulatory Standards & 
Quality Framework

Aggregated demand can increase availability & access 
to medicines and create fiscal space for African 

countries.

Reduced import dependency, economies of scale, job 
creation, industrialization and creation of regional value 
chains and structural transformation of Africa  economies.

Improved access to safe, efficacious, quality and 
affordable medicines.



Concluding thoughts: Some concrete steps going forward

Include pharmaceuticals and medical supplies as priority 
sector for liberalization under trade in goods negotiations

Leveraging the AfCFTA to boost 
intra-African pharmaceuticals trade

Build healthy generics industry and use it as platform to 
develop manufacturing experience and train work force for 
increasingly more complex products

Opportunities in making generics

Common set of continental regulations and standards for 
medicines and medical equipment can have positive impact 
on both quality and availability

Setting regulatory standards

Prioritize steps in pharmaceutical value chains that will have 
most immediate impact on cost, time, and capacity – and add 
other dimensions over time

Sequencing pharmaceutical 
manufacturing
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THANK YOU!
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